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Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 571.401

[65 FR 57988, Sept. 27, 2000]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 65 FR 57988, Sept. 27, 2000, § 571.305 was added, effective Oct. 1,
2001. At 66 FR 9533, Feb. 8, 2001, the effective date was delayed until Dec. 1, 2001.

§ 571.401 Standard No. 401; Interior
trunk release.

S1. Purpose and scope. This standard
establishes the requirement for pro-
viding a trunk release mechanism that
makes it possible for a person trapped
inside the trunk compartment of a pas-
senger car to escape from the compart-
ment.

S2. Application. This standard applies
to passenger cars that have a trunk
compartment. This standard does not
apply to passenger cars with a back
door.

S3. Definitions.
Back door means a door or door sys-

tem on the back end of a passenger car
through which cargo can be loaded or
unloaded. The term includes the hinged
back door on a hatchback or a station
wagon.

Trunk compartment. (a) Means a space
that:

(1) Is intended to be used for carrying
luggage or cargo,

(2) Is wholly separated from the occu-
pant compartment of a passenger car
by a permanently attached partition or
by a fixed or fold-down seat back and/
or partition,

(3) Has a trunk lid, and
(4) Is large enough so that the three-

year-old child dummy described in
Subpart C of Part 572 can be placed in-
side the trunk compartment, and the
trunk lid can be closed and latched
with all removable equipment fur-
nished by the passenger car manufac-
turer stowed in accordance with
label(s) on the passenger car or infor-
mation in the passenger car owner’s
manual, or, if no information is pro-
vided, as located when the passenger
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car is delivered. (Note: For purposes of
this standard, the Part 572 Subpart C
test dummy need not be equipped with
the accelerometers specified in § 572.21.)

(b) Does not include a sub-compart-
ment within the trunk compartment.

Trunk lid means a moveable body
panel that is not designed or intended
as a passenger car entry point for pas-
sengers and that provides access from
outside a passenger car to a trunk com-
partment. The term does not include a
back door or the lid of a storage com-
partment located inside the passenger
compartment of a passenger car.

S4. Requirements.
S4.1 Each passenger car with a trunk

compartment must have an automatic
or manual release mechanism inside
the trunk compartment that unlatches
the trunk lid. Each trunk release shall
conform, at the manufacturer’s option,
to either S4.2(a) and S4.3, or S4.2(b) and
S4.3. The manufacturer shall select the
option by the time it certifies the vehi-
cle and may not thereafter select a dif-
ferent option for the vehicle.

S4.2(a) Each manual release mecha-
nism installed pursuant to S4.1 of this
standard must include a feature, like
lighting or phosphorescence, that al-
lows the release mechanism to be eas-
ily seen inside the closed trunk com-
partment.

(b) Each automatic release mecha-
nism installed pursuant to S4.1 of this
section must unlatch the trunk lid
within 5 minutes of when the trunk lid
is closed with a person inside the trunk
compartment.

S4.3(a) Except as provided in para-
graph S4.3(b), actuation of the release
mechanism required by S4.1 of this
standard must completely release the
trunk lid from all latching positions of
the trunk lid latch.

(b) For passenger cars with a front
trunk compartment that has a front
opening hood required to have a sec-
ondary latch position, actuation of the
release mechanism required by para-
graph S4.1 of this standard when the
passenger car is in motion (at a speed
of 3 km/h or more) must release the
primary latch position, but not the sec-
ondary latch position. At all other
times, actuation of the release mecha-
nism required by paragraph S4.1 of this
standard must completely release the

trunk lid from all latching positions of
the trunk lid latch. The passenger cars
described in this paragraph are ex-
cluded from the requirements of this
standard until September 1, 2002.

[66 FR 43121, Aug. 17, 2001]

§ 571.500 Standard No. 500; Low-speed
vehicles.

S1. Scope. This standard specifies re-
quirements for low-speed vehicles.

S2. Purpose. The purpose of this
standard is to ensure that low-speed
vehicles operated on the public streets,
roads, and highways are equipped with
the minimum motor vehicle equipment
appropriate for motor vehicle safety.

S3. Applicability. This standard ap-
plies to low-speed vehicles.

S4. [Reserved.]
S5. Requirements.
(a) When tested in accordance with

test conditions in S6 and test proce-
dures in S7, the maximum speed at-
tainable in 1.6 km (1 mile) by each low-
speed vehicle shall not more than 40
kilometers per hour (25 miles per hour).

(b) Each low-speed vehicle shall be
equipped with:

(1) Headlamps,
(2) Front and rear turn signal lamps,
(3) Taillamps,
(4) Stop lamps,
(5) Reflex reflectors: one red on each

side as far to the rear as practicable,
and one red on the rear,

(6) An exterior mirror mounted on
the driver’s side of the vehicle and ei-
ther an exterior mirror mounted on the
passenger’s side of the vehicle or an in-
terior mirror,

(7) A parking brake,
(8) A windshield of AS–1 or AS–5 com-

position, that conforms to the Amer-
ican National Standard Institute’s
‘‘Safety Code for Safety Glazing Mate-
rials for Glazing Motor Vehicles Oper-
ating on Land Highways,’’ Z-26.1–1977,
January 28, 1977, as supplemented by
Z26.1a, July 3, 1980 (incorporated by
reference; see 49 CFR 571.5),

(9) A VIN that conforms to the re-
quirements of part 565 Vehicle Identi-
fication Number of this chapter, and

(10) A Type 1 or Type 2 seat belt as-
sembly conforming to Sec. 571.209 of
this part, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 209, Seat belt assemblies,
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